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Statistics of the Population in the Parish of Trevethin (Pontypool) and 
at the Neighbouring Works of Blaenavon in Monmouthshire, chiefly 
employed in the Iron Trade, and inhabiting part of the District re- 
cently disturbed. By G. S. Kenrick, Esq., of the Varteg Iron Works. 

A knowledge of the physical condition, the habits and attainments of 
a people, are necessary for the purpose of framing any sound plan for 
improving their condition by benevolent institutions, or restraining their 
excesses by penal enactments. The neglect of this consideration has 
been the cause of many crude and ill-considered attempts at legislation, 
arising from an imperfect knowledge of the condition and of the wants 
of the mass of the community, until some sudden convulsion brings them 
■with startling effect too prominently into view, when all causes and 
effects receive an undue colouring from present apprehension. On the 
other hand, the condition of the lower classes in large towns, who live 
in damp cellars situated in ill-ventilated and undrained streets, is fre- 
quently so bad, that if it were generally known more strenuous efforts 
would be made, and some means would be found, to alleviate sufferings, 



1841.] Statistics of a recently disturbed District, fyc. 361 

the acuteness of which cannot be brought home with sufficient distinct- 
ness to those who are in the constant enjoyment of every comfort which 
ample means can supply, and who have a very inadequate, if any, know- 
ledge of what passes in those unhealthy portions of their own towns 
which they never have occasion to visit. Every attempt, therefore, to 
display to the wealthy classes of society the real condition of the mass of 
their labouring and necessitous neighbours, and to produce a feeling of 
commiseration in the one, and of thankfulness and good-will in the other, 
is likely to be beneficial to both. 

With this view, the following account is furnished of the parish of 
Trevethin,* and of the Iron Works of Blaenavon in the adjoining parish, 
consisting almost entirely of the working classes employed in the Iron 
trade, of the shopkeepers who supply them with food and clothing, and 
of the few agriculturists who inhabit the cultivated portion of the dis- 
trict, a considerable part being open mountain land, upon which each 
adjacent farmer has a right of sheep-walk. The population of Trevethin 
is as follows : — 

Population 17,196, averaging 6 to a house. 

Number of houses 2,908 

Sleeping-rooms 5,496 ,, 3J persons to 1 room. 

Children under 3 years of age . . . 1,884 

,, from 3 to 12 years . . . 3,547 ,, age for education Jth. 

Married People 5,952 ,, Jrd of the population. 

Lodgers 3,537 , , $th of the population. 

English People 7,554 „ {<%*£* ■ ° f *• P- 

Welsh ,, 8,821 ,, 51 ,, ,, 

Irish >t 821 ,, 5 ,, ,, 

Persons who cannot speak English . 106 ,, \ , , ,, 

Children who say that they go to school 1 ,022 

, , attending day schools, as byl „ 5 „ 

master's report J 

, , attending Sunday school, asl ,, gge 

by lists J ' 

Average attendance 2,210 

Persons who say they do not go to any \ o igi 

place of worship f ' 

Proportion of houses having Bibles . 80 percent. 

Drunkards 1 ,962 = 16- C percent, of the population 

above 12. 

The population of the parish, which in the year 1800 was as 
low as 1,200 persons, chiefly employed in agriculture, has rapidly 
increased of late years, in consequence of the erection of iron-works, 
which afford employment to the greater portion of the inhabitants, f 
The first subject which engages attention in the above return is the pro- 
portion of sleeping-rooms to the population. The average to the whole 

* Spelt in the Population Returns, Trevethan. Pontypool, or Pont-y-Pool is a 
township situated in the parish of Trevethan. 

t In 1810, Pontypool was a place of so little consideration or commercial inter- 
course, that it was visited by a horse post only twice a Week. The letters reached 
Newport at 5 o'clock, p. m., but it was not deemed necessary to send them on to 
Pontypool, a distance of only 10 miles, that evening; they were despatched next 
morning and arrived about 11 a. m. The description in " Waverley," of a country 
post-office would then have suited Pontypool; for the letters were sometimes de- 
tained two or three weeks before they were delivered; and when a letter, from its 
outward appearance, seemed interesting, it was occasionally opened, before it 
reached the party to whom it was addressed. 
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parish is 3^ persons, including children, to a sleeping-room, but there 
are some variations in different localities, for instance : — 

Pontypool contains . . . 2,681 inhabitants, being barely 3 to a room. 

TheVarteg ,, ... 3,500 ,, exactly 3 ,, 

Abersychan village . . . 1,300 ,, ,, 3J ,, 

British Works .... 1.120 ,, ,, 3| ,, 

Sowhill (part of Pontypool) 1,946 ,, ,, 3| ,, 

In Abersychan village there are several houses too much crowded ; for 
instance, there were four houses with only one sleeping-room each, to ac- 
commodate seven persons, of whom, in two cases, four were lodgers ; 
the other two houses also had each two lodgers. At Pentwyn there 
are some houses very much crowded, as many as 12, 14, and 16 persons 
being congregated in one house, containing three small sleeping-rooms. 
In one instance, there were 12 lodgers, of whom 8 were married persons. 
In Pontypool 21 persons were numbered in one house, of whom 13 
were lodgers. But the Sowhill is still worse in this respect, as, in a 
few instances from 13 to 16 persons are found occupying 1 sleeping- 
room. Even at the Varteg, 1 house shelters 20 Irish, men, women 
and children ; but the Irish are so gregarious that it is difficult, in this 
part of the country, to separate them into small families. Many persons 
will be surprised to hear that in this district such a number of indi- 
viduals lodge in one house, although in large and crowded towns, as 
London and Manchester, such instances are common ; but it is pro- 
bable that some of these extreme cases may be explained by the fact, 
that the iron-works are never idle, and that some men work at night 
and others during the day ; so that when six o'clock strikes, one set of 
men leave their beds, which are almost immediately occupied by those 
who have been working all day ; and thus by this contrivance, one room, 
and one set of beds, serve for a double set of tenants, and the beds are 
scarcely ever unoccupied. This practice is, however, very injurious to 
health ; it is always discouraged, and prevails to a very limited extent. 

Many of the houses at the Blaenavon Iron Works are much crowded, 
and at one of them the owner has fixed a number of berths round the 
room upon the floor, with another tier overhead, something like the 
cabin of a steam-packet. 

One of the principal objects of enquiry was the number of children 
who were fit subjects for education at a public school ; and to arrive at 
this fact it was necessary to divide the children into two classes, one of 
which contained the children under three years of age. This investiga- 
tion furnished an instance of the great occasion there is for education 
among the people in this neighbourhood, and the credulity with which 
they listen to the artful and monstrous stories which have been dissemi- 
nated among them. Some of the women said, " Is it true that Govern- 
ment means to destroy all the children under three years of age ?" 
Others said, " Do you want to send them to Van Diemen's Land ?" 
At Blaenavon a woman observed, " It is said that the poor law only 
allows us to have three children !" Nearer Pontypool some women 
turned their backs Upon the querists. Others said, " Oh, I heard by the 
papers that you wanted to destroy all the children under four years of 
age, and I find now that the report is true." Stories of this kind were 
not confined to the parish of Trevethin ; they were disseminated through 
the whole of the iron district of South Wales, and the seed sown in this 
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uncultivated district, flourished, and, in due time, produced the bitter 
fruit of the Chartist disturbances. In this parish 1 in 18 of the popula- 
tion receive some kind of education at day schools, though probably of 
a kind inferior to that which is given in some of the schools of large 
towns ; and 1 in 8 receive education at the Sunday schools, which, though 
not of a very intellectual character, is yet of the most useful kind, as 
children are taught there how to fulfil their duty to God and to their 
fellow-creatures — the most important kind of knowledge. 

The next class are the married people, amounting to 5,952, who bear 
a large proportion to the total population, considering that so many single 
men reside in the parish, who come from a distance, in consequence of 
the abundance of employment. This circumstance is counterbalanced 
by the early marriages of people working in a district which affords 
high wages, and enables a man to support a family without much dif- 
ficulty. One consequence of the number of single men who come here 
from a distance to work is, that instead of the number of females ex- 
ceeding the males, according to the ordinary law of nature, in this 
parish the males very much exceed the females, probably to the extent 
of 2,000. The small number of women, compared with the men, may 
be either the cause or the effect, though probably the latter, of the cir- 
cumstance that very few women are employed about the iron-works, 
compared with the number engaged in any other staple manufacture of 
the country. In the cotton or woollen manufacture, in the Potteries, in 
the nail, the needle, and the silk trade, a large number of the persons 
employed are females ; here the men are employed to work, and the 
women to attend to their domestic affairs, and prepare a comfortable 
fire-side to receive them in the evening. At the Varteg iron -works, 
the number of females employed in loading ironstone into the trams, 
unloading coal upon the coke yard, piling iron in the forge, making 
bricks, &c, is 74 ; the number of men and boys employed at the works 
is about 1,400. 

The number of lodgers, 3,531, is very great, being one -fifth of the 
population; and about 3,000 of them are single men. This is the 
most disorderly portion of the population. These men can earn great 
wages, which are not exhausted by providing themselves with food 
and clothing ; they scorn to lay by anything ; they have not many re- 
sources from education or amusement at home, and therefore fly to the 
beer-shop for excitement, where they spend their evenings in dissolute 
company, and become familiar with bad habits and vicious companions. 
In such a state of things it is not surprising that the places of worship 
in the district are not filled, and .that the jails, like the House of Cor- 
rection at Usk this year, are so much crowded, that the prisoners are 
obliged to sleep three in a bed, spending the night in conversing upon 
their past exploits, and plotting fresh schemes of villany. As the 
number of houses in the parish is 2,908, and the lodgers 3,537, there 
is an average of rather more than one lodger to a house ; but as 
there are persons in each district who make it a business to take lodgers, 
a considerable number of the houses have none. On the Varteg Hill, 
which may be taken as the average of the parish, there are 217 houses 
which have lodgers, and 210 which have none. 

The number of English people is 7,554, or 44 per cent. ; Welsh 
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8,821, or 51 per cent. ; Irish 821, or 5 per cent. ; from which it will 
be seen that in this part of Monmouthshire, a preponderance of Welsh 
inhabitants still prevails. Only a few years ago the jealousy between 
the Welsh and English workmen used frequently to break out into open 
war in the neighbourhood of Merthyr. 20 years ago, when Mr. White- 
house brought a number of Staffordshire men into this district, the 
aborigines considered it to be such a wanton and unjustifiable invasion 
of their territory, that many severe battles were the consequence. 
Since that time the Welsh and English have made an alliance, offensive 
and defensive, and have from time to time practised their valour upon 
the Irish; but of late even these quarrels are becoming scarce, and 
where temperance prevails, a row seldom occurs. 

The Welshman is generally of a religious disposition, of a hot ex- 
citeable temperament, but ready to listen to reason j though he has not 
his passion sufficiently under control, he is not blood-thirsty. The Welsh 
are frugal ; there are many who come from Cardiganshire to the iron 
works, for 5 to 1 months in the winter season, live economically while 
here, and take home from 151. to 202. to their families, which pays the 
rent of their little farm, and purchases for them clothing and a few 
luxuries. The Welsh in this part are very neat and clean in their 
houses and persons, more so than their countrymen of North Wales, 
who are annoyed at the number of ablutions which a collier at theVarteg 
is expected to perform. The very small number in this parish who 
cannot speak English (only J per cent.), is a proof that the use of the 
English language is gaining ground very fast. The slope of the hill 
effectually drains the neat cottages, and ample wages afford sufficient 
food, comfortable clothing, and good furniture to the workmen, while 
for the salubrity of the air, and beauty of the country, no county in the 
kingdom excels Monmouthshire. From a -comparison with the houses 
of the working classes in Cornwall, Devonshire, Middlesex, Denbigh- 
shire, and other counties, it appears that none of them possess better 
furniture, greater neatness, and more comfort than the cottages in the 
parish of Trevethin. 

Intoxicating liquors are the bane of this parish, as is proved by the 
fact that there are 1,962 drunkards, according to their own confession, 
out of a population of 17,196 persons ; and this is made more manifest 
by attending to the progress of events for the last few years, during 
which wages have been high, and employment regular. 

Have been Earning per Week. 
The furnace-men, founders, pudiers, rollers . 20*., 35*., 40*., 60*., to 70s. 
The colliers and miners, taking the average,) go, gj 
after paying for powder and candles . . J 

The navigators 18*. 

The farm-men and agricultural labourers . . 12*. to 15*. 

Boys 4*. to 12*. 

Women 7*. to 8*. 

If this period be compared with the year 1822, when the colliers at 
the Varteg did not earn upon an average 12*. 6d. a week, the question 
arises, What are become of the^savings of the working men ? Have they 
been placed in the savings' bank ? Surely not : for although it will be 
found that agricultural labourers, earning 12». a week, — girls in service, 
with 4/. per annum, apprentices with their trifling income, — have saved 
money ; yet, not more than 20 persons from the iron-works, out of 



1841] a recently disturbed District in Monmouthshire. 371 

a population of 12,000, are found to have placed deposits in the savings' 
banks. Annexed is a return from the Pontypool Savings Bank, for the 
year ending 30th November, 1839. The total deposits were 8,148/., and 
the different classes of depositors were as follows : — 
20 colliers and miners. 

48 female and farm servants, chiefly agriculturists. 
77 children under age. 

76 small tradesmen and farmers, their wives and children. 
8 trustees for children and others. 
6 charitable societies. 
25 friendly societies. 
Total . . 260 

It is clear, then, that the savings are not gone to the bank. What is 
become of them ? Are they invested in houses and lands ? There are 
some houses built by working men, but the number is very small. On 
the Gam, which is a favourable situation, in the centre of three iron- 
works, only 91 have been erected during a period of 15 years. It is to 
be feared that the savings of the workmen of this parish go almost ex- 
clusively to the 170 beer-shops and public-houses which are spread over 
the parish in every direction. In the year 1831, 37 public-houses sup- 
plied the wants of the whole parish, but at present there are 38 public- 
houses, and 132 beer-shops, making a total of 170 places for the sale of 
intoxicating drinks ; besides a number of houses where it is sold without 
license under the characteristic name of Bid-alls. About a month ago 
a good many men at the Varteg Forge turned over a new leaf, and 
became temperate, when an immediate change took place. These men 
were not previously much in the habit of going to a place of worship, and 
the nearest chapel was three-quarters of a mile off. In one week 
applications were made for ground to erect three places of worship, and 
one school-room, by those very persons who, as drunkards, had rested 
satisfied without any for 20 years previously : 25 of these men immedi- 
ately joined a reading society belonging to the works. 

In Trevethin there is a parish church, and two chapels of ease, 
capable of containing 1,900 persons; the average attendance is 900. 
A new chapel of ease will soon be ready, as it is now covered in. The 
average attendance of Sunday-scholars is 205. There are 23 chapels 
capable of containing 7,855 persons, and the average attendance is 4,665; 
the number of children attending the Sunday-schools averages 2,005. 
In addition to the above, the Catholic priest occasionally holds a meet- 
ing at the British Lion public-house, for want of some better place for 
the purpose. 

The following are the measurements of all the places of worship in 
this parish, as taken by C. Conway, Esq. 

Feet. 
Established Church, 4 places, containing 9,250 
Baptists ... 5 ,, 9,316 

Independents . . 6 ,, 8,382 

Wesleyans ... 7 ,, 9,288 

Primitive Methodists 2 ,, 1,098 

Calvinistic ,, 2 ,, 2,243 

Unitarians ... 1 ,, 312 



Catholics ... 1 ,, 1,192 

Total . . 41,081 



2 b2 
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The above measurement does not include the chancel and belfries in 
the church, nor the vestries in the chapels; but it gives the absolute 
room devoted to worship on the Sabbath. It is calculated that 4 feet 
are sufficient for one individual ; it follows, therefore, that room is pro- 
vided for 10,270 worshippers, and the number who attend, on an average, 
including 2,210 Sunday scholars, is only 7,775. 

Four-fifths of the houses in Trevethin are provided with Bibles, and 
in many there are even 4 or 5 Bibles belonging to different members of 
the family, with frequently a hymn-book or some other religious pub- 
lication. It is pleasing to observe, that whenever the workmen collect 
together a few books, they are always those of a moral tendency. 

It may not be uninteresting, nor is it foreign to the subject, to refer 
to the expense of supporting the poor in this parish. In the present 
instance the expose' speaks favourably of the population of Trevethin — 

Per Head. 
In England, with 662 poor law unions, and a population, 1 
according to the Census of 1831, of 11,166,000, the > 7s. 7<L 

expenditure in 1838 was 4,254,000/. or j 

,, in 1837 5s. lOrf. 

In Trevethin, with a population of 17,196, the expenditure \ 



upon the total population J 

Throughout Holland, the annual expenditure for the poor is 4s. id. 

In Philadelphia 4s. 6rf. 

In those towns in France where the provision is well organized 10*. 

In Venice 18s. 

So that with regard to the burden of supporting the poor, Trevethin 
may be considered as a favoured parish. In Scotland, where the New 
Poor Law does not exist, and the relief to the poor is dealt out with a 
very sparing and cautious hand — 

Pet Head. 

The amount is only about 1*. id. 

In Edinburgh, Glasgow, Dundee, and Paisley barely. • 2s. 

In these towns the highest provision granted to a woman and her 
family is 2s. a week; to a disabled person, Is. a week. In England, to 
the first is given from 4s. to 7*. ; to the latter, from 2*. to 4*. a week. 
In St. Cuthbert's workhouse, Edinburgh, the dietary of the paupers, a 
short time ago, cost only 7 farthings per head per day, or 12£d. a week ; 
at the Pontypool workhouse the cost averages 2*. 8d. a week, exclusive 
of clothing. 

The working classes in this parish have adopted the very praiseworthy 
plan of subscribing to benefit clubs, from which they receive assistance 
in case of sickness. There are in Trevethin — 



36 Men's Clubs, 3,639 Members* Who W *? the Cl ub about Is, 3d a month, 
' ' \ . and receive when sick about 7 s. 9tf. a week. 

1 ,, 1,364 



Belonging to the Varteg Works exclusively. 
The Club furnishes medical relief to the sick, 
and 5s. a week in cash. The other iron- 
works in the parish have a fund for medical 
relief, but not for relief in money. 

37 Men's Clubs, 5,003 Total. 

7 Women's , , 779 Members! Who W u - »*. a month, and receive about 
" i 6s. 6rf. a week in case of sickness. 

44 Clubs 5,782 ,, 
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There would appear, therefore, to be 5,782 persons who are members of 
a sick club. This number, however, must be considerably reduced, be- 
cause there aTe some persons who belong to two, and even three clubs ; 
but after making a sufficient allowance on this account, there will re- 
main 4,100 members, which is a large proportion of the adult population. 
The clubs are exceedingly useful to working men; the only thing objec- 
tionable about them is, that the meetings are held in a public-house ; 
and in many cases half as much money is spent in beer and processions 
as is devoted to the relief of the sick. At the Varteg one of the clubs 
holds its meetings at the Temperance Coffee-house, and the example is 
about to be followed by another. 

It will be desirable to make a comparison between Trevethin and 
Blaenavon, containing five blast furnaces and forges at Garnddyris, 
supporting a population which has been called into exertion by the esta- 
blishment of iron-works in that barren inhospitable region, where pre- 
viously there was scarcely subsistence for a shepherd and his woolly 
charge. In Blaenavon there are — 

Houses 811 

Population 5,1 15, averaging 6£ to a house. 

Sleeping-rooms 1,602, averaging 3§ persons to a 

room. 

Children under 3 years 499 

Children between 3 and 12 years .... 982, one-fifth of the population. 

Married persons 1,670, one-third of the population. 

Lodgers 1,464, one-fourth of the popula- 
tion (If to a house). 

English 1,895, or 38 per cent. 

Welsh 3,134, or 61 per cent. 

Irish 86, or 1 percent. 

Persons who cannot speak English .... 21 
Children who say they go to school • . . 306 
Persons who say they do not go to any place of) ^q 

worship J 

Houses having Bibles 701, or86 per cent, of thewhole. 

Persons who say they are drunkards . . . 400 
Average attendance at places of worship . . 1,135 
Average attendance at Sunday-schools . . . 545 

There appears to be very little difference between Trevethin and 
Blaenavon in the character and distribution of the inhabitants. The 
houses are rather more crowded at the latter place, and the proportion of 
lodgers is greater. The Welshmen predominate more decidedly, being 
61 per cent., instead of 51 per cent, of the whole number. Rather a 
larger number have Bibles, viz., 86 instead of 80 per cent. The places 
of worship are better attended in Trevethin, where the average attend- 
ance is one-third of the population ; whereas in Blaenavon it is little 
more than one-fifth ; and, as might be expected, there is an equal dif- 
ference in the Sunday-schools in favour of Trevethin. There are at 
Blaenavon — 

Capable of Average Sunday 

containing Attendance. School. 

1 Church 550 Persons 150 115 Children. 

5 Chapels 1,350 ,, 985 430 ,, 

Totals 6 1,900 ,, 1,135 545 ,, 
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An important question remains as to the character of the targe body 
of working men, who form the bulk of the population in the parish of 
Treyethin. They may be divided into three classes. The first consists 
of a steady, devoted, honest body of men, who are ready to do their duty 
at church, at their work, and to their fellow-men ; and some of the 
highest qualities of the Christian character may be found in the family 
circles of this class. The second class, perhaps the most numerous, 
belongs to what geologists would call the transition series. They have 
many of the good qualities of the first, combined with a weakness of 
character which exposes them to the vices of the third class ; their good 
impressions and good feelings have no stable foundation, for they are 
guided by impulse, by example, by esprit-de-corps, instead of any 
fixed principles of religion or duty. They are suffered to run wild in 
their childhood and youth, and it is not surprising that their -untamed 
spirits should occasionally break the bounds of order and law. In a 
large population there will always be a third class, and Trevethin has 
not escaped it. It is chiefly composed of the young and unmarried, who 
get a sufficiency of money when they please, but who are idle, great 
talkers, indifferent workmen, and fond of laying down the law at pub- 
lic-houses; together with a few veteran married men, who have grown 
grey as agitators and disturbers of the peace. The majority of this class 
are given to swearing, Sabbath-breaking, gambling, and drunkenness. 
There are few thieves in the parish, who belong to this class, and are 
chiefly immigrants. The third class, though by far the smallest, always 
takes the lead on "public occasions, because the most violent and the 
most loquacious. In this parish, the three classes taken together, com- 
pose a body rather above than under the usual average of men in their 
condition of life, both as regards their moral character and general in- 
telligence. The condition and acquirements of the men belonging to 
the Reading Society will be illustrated by a reference to some of the 
works which they have voted into circulation, viz. — 

Natural History and Natural Philosophy, by Arnott; Connexion of the Phy- 
sical Sciences, by Mrs. Somerville; Chemistry, by Donovan; Steam-engine, by 
Lardner ; Machinery and Manufactures, by Babhage ; Introduction to the Sci- 
ences, Chambers' Edition ; Locomotion, by Gordon ; Commercial Power of Great 
Britain, (Dupin); Constitution of Man, (Combe); Natural Theology (Paley); 
Self-culture, (Charming) ; Lives of Jackson, Bruce, Peter the Great, Columbus, 
Nelson, Napoleon ; Poems of Milton, Burns, Scott, &c 

The books belonging to this society form a well-selected library, which 
would do credit to the judgment of a man of education. Trevethin may 
claim the honour of having the only Mechanics' Institute in the cqnnty 
of Monmouth. The nearest institution of the kind is to be found in 
Bristol, and it is believed that Swansea is the only town in Wales that 
finds itself in a condition to support a Mechanics' Institution. Of the 
schools in this parish which are supported entirely for the education of 
the children of the working classes, there are two on the National system 
at Pontypool, one for girls and the other for boys, at which the average 
attendance is 140 ; together with an infant school, supported by C. H. 
Leigh, Esq., of Pontypool Park, containing 106 children. At the 
Varteg Works there are a boy's and a girl's school upon the plan of the 
Borough road schools, the average attendance being 100; and an infant 
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school, at which in general about 50 children are present. There 
are two booksellers in this parish, one of whom receives publications on 
general literature to the value of about 200/. a year, besides the hymn 
and song books sermons, &c, which are stated by Mr. Tremenheere 
(in his Report upon this district) to form almost exclusively the 
description of books which find a circulation at Merthyr Tydvil. 
The local booksellers do not, however, supply all the demand for books 
to this population, for there are travellers from the Edinburgh and 
London booksellers, who visit this district regularly to sell Encyclo- 
paedias and other works of an expensive kind, which are provided for 
the people in monthly numbers, as more convenient to persons of small 
means. 

There is one bad feature in the character of this parish, though 
perhaps it is not confined to Trevethin. It is a very common thing for 
women to apply to the Board of Guardians for relief because they are 
deserted by their husbands ; and it does not appear in any case to proceed 
from inability to support the family, but from disagreement and bad 
conduct, sometimes on the part of the husband only, but frequently on 
the part of both. It is often the case that the husband has left his wife 
without any previous intimation of his intention, and sometimes on the 
plea that he was going to look for work. Cases of this kind appear to 
have been more numerous of late, while the wages have been high, than 
formerly j but there is no accurate record of former cases. During 
the last 12 months, the cases of desertion brought before the Board 
amounted to 27. 

It has been truly observed by Mr. Tremenheere, that the working 
classes employed about the iron-works are very much addicted to the 
use of intoxicating drink, which has a very bad effect upon the morals 
and comforts of the people ; and he gives an example in the small 
quantity of coal raised by the men immediately after their monthly 
pay, compared with the quantity raised the three days previous, an 
uncommon degree of exertion being used before the pay, in order to earn 
money to be afterwards squandered in idleness- and debauchery. But 
this rule does not hold equally good at all the works ; at the Yarteg, 
for instance, there is very little difference between the work of the 
colliers and miners before the pay and after it ; the firemen lose time, 
but not much ; and this may be attributed in a great measure to the 
formation of a Temperance Society, which has been productive of great 
advantage to this place, for the tea-totallers not only abstain themselves, 
but their example prevents others from drinking to the same excess as 
formerly. The magistrates and ministers of the gospel will bear tes- 
timony to the advantages which this neighbourhood has derived from 
the establishment of Temperance Societies among the workmen. There 
are now about 1,000 members of the Temperance Society in this parish, 
most of them residing at, or near, the Varteg Iron Works. But from this 
centre, societies are radiating in every direction, and there are now 
between 300 and 400 tea-totallers at the Blaenavon Works. 



